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D®ar Diekf 

If you had sont ne Shimkin’s address ^ siijlit or taight not JuiVe approached hiifl 
about distributin(i: Whitewash IV beoauso v?ith ©aoh day I realise iurrf tou^ a book it 
really is in a day when fear pervades. 

But beoausu you did not send the address I canH now write hin what I think he 
urgently n^^eds to know. Bor can I afford to phone hia. Besides, that nftw wonH bo 
possible until tomorrow, when 1*11 bo spending nost of tho day viith Janes Earl Say 
is his jail oell. 1 leave tonight* 

Today Wa;oh. Post has a story reporting that S & S is considering naking a 
thing out of Pord^o book, Portrait if tho /issassin. (interestingly , indicative of S & S 
p.r. careleBsnass perhaps, the Post says ’*an Assassin” the original title.) It is to 
be at sone kind of book fair in tlie State Bept* in B*0. begliudng tlie seventh. 

Th(j fourth of the Whitewash aeritis has been delayed by tiochcnical problems but 
it isx in nanufaoture. It has in it what has never been doju^ before, a comparison 
betwoon Ford's all^?gedly direct quotation of an official transcrl.pt euid the actjju^ility. 

I Bean in oi^ age of corruption you \dlll not recall many if any instuncos with the 
purposofulness of corruption, distorting seaaingB and elinimiting unploaBsaitnesrjes. 

It would probably be quite helpful to «e wore there to be this attention to 
Ford'll dishonesty about the sane natter. It could attract c»>nsidernble attention to 
ny now book and who doesn^t v/ant that? 

However, I also assuno tliat fron the past you have some kind of S & S coiuiection. 
They did distribute Parallax bookvS through a/subsidiary. Go, if any of thes* people 
wean anything to you, you nay want to alert then. 

The only tiling of any consequeiice in tho Fozd.>*^tile6 book is as crooked as it 
can be, the proof will soon be published, and oven the gjiost is another ©xanplc of 
porsonal crookedness. He was put on the public teat to ghost and do nothing else. 

TJiis, not the shhnalss in the media, is the real Ford,. And if S & S is having 
financial problens noi? that is nothing to what a little of their former author (?) 
will be gtv±Of; thoB. It ie inevitable that he is going to preside over a real econo^do 
and financial disaster, as 1 have already suggested to you. This will scan serious 
political troubles, too. And I do not think veiy»' good S & S public relations if they 
b^st of this crappy book now. Were tlioy to liave concern about this and to seek a 

graceful out, I'd sua;®i3t that they say tliey raconsidfcjred and decided it wight b« tal\»n 

as a oomercialization of tho ItroBidoacy and perish the thought! 

If you decide to aeution tlda to then. 

I'll probably go to Henphio Monday night, \ih©rc* I think I'll b© staying at 
the Albert Pick. Tho axit earliest I'll b© returning is Tiairsday night. 

My proposal to the TV net is still under oouaideration, so in trying to be a 
decent guy I am not unnindful tliat it does not serve ny personal interest. I know their 
interest includes ny secret relationship with another ConoBlssioa nenber who doubted the 
laofit basic eleaonts of the Report Ford and ho signed. You would never know it fron what 
Ford subaitted to trusting S & S, but ho }iad nuch that could not be iiore relevant to say 

that ajFord edited out and b) did not indicate he was eliiainatlng. 

Sinoerely, 


Harold Weisberg 


